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TOWN COUNCIL - REGULAR MEETING
COUNCIL CHAMBERS — SOUTH WINDSOR TOWN HALL

1.

Call Meeting to Order

Mayor Anwar called the Regular Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Roll Call

Members Present:  Mayor M. Saud Anwar

Deputy Mayor Andy Paterna

Councilor Audrey Delnicki

Councilor Mary Justine Hockenberry
Councilor Lisa Maneeley

Councilor Liz Pendleton

Councilor Matthew Riley (arrived at 7:05 p.m.)
Councilor Janice Snyder

Others Present: Matthew B. Galligan, Town Manager

Communications and Reporis from Town Manager

Mr. Galligan reported on the following:

The Town of South Windsor has met the goals and objectives of the State of.
Connecticut for the housing stock in South Windsor.

The closing for Harbor Chase went smoothly. Mr. Galligan thanked
Representative Delnicki for moving that project forward in the State
Legislature.

Mr. Galligan thanked Representative Delnicki for his work done with the
Scannell Distribution Center project on Ellington Road.

Neftflix has purchased Pacific Ventures/Albugquerque Studio.

During the meeting, the budgets for General Government, Police Depariment,
Public Works, Recreation/Library, and Health/Human Services Department
will be reviewed using fixed versus variable costs.

The South Windsor Walk and Wheel Ways have requested that the Town
Council send a lefter of support to them for the trail system that they are trying
to get a grant for.
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ITEM:

5. Communications and Reporis from Town Manager (Continued)

e A memo was sent to the Council over the weekend regarding a fire personnel
matter. An individual has been accused of something. Mr. Galligan informed
the Council that this is not part of their jurisdiction or the Towns.  Information
has been put together which will be forwarded fo the Fire Commissioners who
do have jurisdiction. This is not a criminal viclation, but a fire personnel issue.

_ Answering questions from the Council, Mr. Galligan explained that the Before and
After School Care Committee has met once and is planning to set another meeting
soon. The YMCA has taken over Mother Goose Daycare, and they do have before
and after school care for children. Also, presently the YMCA has ten children that
they are transporting to the Vernon YMCA. Mr. Galligan stated that he has met
with two individual companies who are looking to put daycare centers in South
Windsor which will help with a long term solution for before and after school care
for children in South Windsor.

Mr. Galligan explained to the Council that the Committee that was established felt
that Temple Beth Hillel was a good facility to have before and after school care, but
the negotiations and deal between the YMCA and Temple Beth Hill was a private
partnership.

Councilor Maneeley questioned if there would be a meeting on November 5, 2018,
because past practice has been to cancel that mesting due to elections. Mayor
Anwar stated that he felt a meeting is necessary to bring in the new Council
member.

Council members all gave consensus to send a letter endorsing the designed plan
of a 6.2-mile multi-purpose recreation trail along the Eversource power line corridor
as part of an application for a grant for the South Windsor Walk & Wheel Ways.

Councilor members discussed what would be considered an official meeting.
Although Council members did not feel the meeting between Mayor Anwar, Deputy
Mayor Paterna, and Craig Zimmerman was considered an official meeting, some
Council members felt that the Town Manager and Committee members from the
Before and After School Care Committee should have been involved in the
conversations that took place.
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ITEM:
6. Public_Input (Hems Not on the Agenda)

Mr. James Throwe, 1330 Main Street came before the Town Council and
explained that there is a South Windsor Message Board. On the board, it stated
that whatever | tell the Mayor he does. My daughter, son, and granddaughter
answered the remarks and then were thrown out of the message board because
they objected to the comments. People who serve the Town are being accused of
taking money for their service. Since 1960, Mr. Throwe stated he has served his
community and never received any money. Personal attacks against those who
serve should be shut down.

Mr. Roy Normen, 158 Homestead Drive thanked the Council for their support of the
referendum for open space for 2 million dollars. Signs wilt be put up supporting the
referendum. Town funds were not used for this. There is another referendum item
on the ballot that has to do with constitution change for more stringent rules for
State open space land to be sold. Mr. Normen requested that boih these
referendums be supported. '

Mr. Jerome Krasnow, came forward to urge the Council not to accept the
resignation of Councilor Glickman. This issue should have been discussed
privately. The voters elected him to represent them, and he should remain on the
Council.

Mrs. Nancy Yario, 20 Andreis Trail came forward and stated that ten years ago the
Bark Park was established. When this issue was brought to court, we won the 8-
24 matter because water and lights were added to this park. When the 8-24 was
brought to the Planning & Zoning Commission, no public was allowed to speak at
the hearing. Mrs. Yario requested that the Town get a report from the Planning &
Zoning Commission.

Mayor Anwar stated that the Council had asked Assistant Town Manager, Vanessa
Perry 1o review this item.

Mr. George Hill, 20 Andreis Trail stated that the Town has a noise ordinance. We
have several hundred complaints to the Police Department regarding the dog park,
but he is unaware of anyone being warned or cited. The dog park has never been

. eliminated from being cited because of noise. Mr. Hill stated he would like to see

enforcement and something to be done to reduce the noise.
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iTEM:
8. Public Input (items Not on the Agenda) (Continued)

Ms. Gabriel Pine, 18 Porter Green, explained that she is a graduate of South
Windsor High School and also had her bar mitzvah at Temple Beth Hillel. Both
institutions provided her with a great education and memories. At Temple Beth
Hillel she always has felt safe. People need to remember to forgive each other.

Mr. Paul Bernstein, 191 Newberry Road, explained he watched the Town Councit
video of Ociober 1, 2018. It was the right thing for the YMCA t{o pull out of the
agreement with Temple Beth Hillel.

Mrs. Elizabeth McGuire, 89 Heritage Drive, stated that she supports Jim Throwe’s
view regarding the Message Board and she requested that the Council stand up
and speak out when people are saying negative things about the Town, elected
officials, and members of Boards and Commissions. Mrs. McGuire said she would
like to live in a community that is able to speak their minds but to be respectful of
each other.

Mrs. Cheryl O’'Connor, 3 Cakwood Drive, explained that she has been on the
South Windsor Cultural Arts Commission for forty years. That Commission was
large and would hold events in all areas of the arts. As time has gone by, the
participation has decreased, and presently only the performing arts is still
happening. To have the arts revitalized in South Windsor would be wonderful.
The present Commission could join in on the new efforts.

Mrs. Laurie Hart, 459 Foster Street came forward and stated that children should
not be put in a building where there is a sex offender. Itis embarrassing that it was

“ kept quiet for so long. The Mayor and Deputy Mayor should have everyone’s

phone numbers and address.

Adoption of Minuies of Previous Meetings

BE IT RESOLVED that the South Windsor Town Council hereby approves the
Minutes of the following Town Council Meeting: Special Meeting Minutes of
October 10, 2018.

{(Adoption of Minutes of Previous Meetings Continued on Next Page)
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i1 EM:
7. Adoption of Minutes of Previous Meetings (Continued)

10.

11.

12.

Was made by Councitor Hockenberry

Seconded by Councilor Snyder

The motion passed on a Roli Call vote of 7 to O with Councilor Maneeley
abstaining. '

Public Patitions

None

Communications from Liaisons, Officers, and Boards Directly Responsible to

Council

None

Reports from Standing Commitiees

None

Reports of Temporary Commitiees

None

Public Participation (items on the Agenda)

Mr. Roy Normen, 158 Homestead Drive, stated that he feels there is no need to
create an Arts Committee as being proposed tonight through a resolution. The
Town has an Arts group as well as two Libraries that can work together for this
same purpose. The Town Council could provide coordination for these groups.

Mr. Joel Ladden, a resident of Vernon came forward to request that the Town

Council not accept the resignation of Jeffrey Glickman. No one was hurt, and no
one broke the law.

(Public Participation Continued on Next Page)
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ITER:

i12. Public Participation (ltems on the Agenda) (Continued)

Mr. Ed Melocowsky, 53 Andreis Trail, stated he understands the reaction of the
parents that were going to have children at the Temple and he may have felt the
same way if he did not know the individual in question. Rabbi Glickman is an
honorable man who has done as much good as he possibly can and should remain
on the Council.

Mr. Joe Santoro, 11 Paper Chase, questioned who knew the registered sex
offender is the President of Temple Beth Hillel. Transparency is lacking from this
subject by the Council. Leaders lead by example and action, and a lot of that lacks
here. : '

Mrs. Corey Tragy, came forward and stated she hopes that the Council accepts the
resignation of Councilor Glickman. This issue could have been handled differently
and could have been private. Karen Lydecker is a great replacement for Jeffrey
Glickman. Mrs. Tracy stated that there are other message boards that are very
positive.

Mr. Craig Zimmerman, 5A Amato Drive, stated that there was no cover-up going
on regarding the incident with Temple Beth Hillel and YMCA. Mr. Zimmerman
reviewed what happened and explained that Saturday morning all members of the
Committee were emailed explaining that there was a safety issue and the program
would not be going forward on Monday.

Mr. Terry Hart, 459 Foster Street, stated that the people have been saying that the
issue regarding Beth Hillel and the YMCA was a partisan issue, but Mr. Hart feels
is was a judgment issue that should not have happened and is embarrassing for
the Town of South Windsor. '

Mr. Dan Edwards, 131 Hilton Drive, said he commends Councilor Glickman for the
work he has done with the Town Council but feels Councilor Glickman should
resign from the Council. Mrs. Karen Lydecker will be a great member of the
Council.

Mr. Richard Delhaie, 95 Cody Circle, thanked Rabbi Glickman for piacing the
Town's reputation above his own. His judgment was questionable, not his
character. :
(Public Participation Continued on Next Page)
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ITEM:

12. Public Participation (ltems on the Agenda) (Continued)

Rabbi Jeffrey Glickman, 114 Cody Circle, stated that service in our government is
a noble thing to do and encouraged people to step up in the role of leadership.
Rabbi Glickman said it was an honor to be on the Council and feels Karen
Lydecker will be an asset to the Council.

Council members gave their consensus to go past the allotted 20 minutes for Public
Participation.

Councilor Snyder read a letter from Phil Koboski, 1909 Main Street into the record,
as shown in attached Exhibit A. :

Deputy Mayor Paterna made a motion to suspend the ruies in order to go to ltem 18. on
the agenda. Councilor Snyder seconded the motion; and it was approved,
unanimously.

18. Communications and Petitions from Council

Mayor Anwar, Councilor Hockenberry, Councilor Maneeley, Councilor Delnicki,
Deputy Mayor Paterna, Councilor Snyder, Councilor Riley and Councilor Pendleton
all stated that they did not know that the President of Temple Beth Hillel was on the
sex offenders list when planning to have a before and after care program for
children on the premises.

13. Consent Agenda

Councilor Pendleton and Councilor Snyder made a motion to approve agenda
items 14. C. (*) through 14. D. (*) and 15. C. (*) through 15. F. (*) as the Consent
Agenda. Mayor Anwar seconded the motion; and it was approved, unanimously
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ITEM:

14. Unfinished Business

*C.

*D.

Resolution Appointing Arshad Mehmood (D) to the Human Relations
Commission

BE IT RESOLVED that the South Windsor Town Council hereby appoints
Arshad Mehmood (D) to the Human Relations Commission for a term ending
November 30, 2018, o fill the unexpired term of Karen Wagner.

{Approved by Consent Agenda)

Resolution Appointing Sue Larsen (D) to the Mass Transit and Highway

Advisory Board

BE IT RESOLVED that the South Windsor Town Council hereby appoints Sue
Larsen (D) to the Mass Transit and Highway Advisory Board for a term ending
November 30, 2019, to fill a vacancy.

(Approved by Consent Agenda)

15. New Business

*C.. Resolution Appointing James O’Brien (R) to the Human Relations

Commission and Postponing Consideration of this Motion until the
Town Council’s Next Regularly Scheduled Meeting

BE IT RESOLVED that the South Windsor Town Council hereby appoints
James O'Brien (R) to the Human Relations Commission for a term ending
November 30, 2020, to fill the expired term of Sanjib Kumar, and postpones
consideration of this motion until the Town Council's next regularly scheduled
meeting.

{Approved by Consent Agenda)
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15. New Business (Continued)

*D.

*E.

Resolution Appointing Marek Kozikowski (R} an Alternate to the Inland
Wetlands Agency/Conservation Commission and Posiponing
Consideration of this Motion until the Town Council’s Nexi Regularly
Scheduled Meeting

BE IT RESOLVED that the South Windsor Town Council hereby appoints
Marek Kozikowski (R) an Alternate to the Inland Wetlands
Agency/Conservation Commission for a term ending December 1, 2019, to fill
the unexpired term of James MacDonald, and postpones consideration of this
motion until the Town Council's next regularly scheduled meeting.

(Approved by Consent Agenda)

Resolution Appointing Edward Gawlinski (R) a Full Member to the
Patriotic Commission and Postponing Consideration of this Motion until
the Town Council’s Next Regularly Scheduled Meeting

BE IT RESOLVED that the South Windsor Town Council hereby appoints
Edward Gawlinski (R) a Full Member to the Patriotic Commission for a term
ending December 31, 2020, to fill the unexpired term of Paul Mozzicato and
postpones consideration of this motion until the Town Council’'s next regularly
scheduled meeting.

(Approved by Consent Agenda)

Deputy Mayor Paterna made a motion to suspend the rules in order to go to ltem 15. A,
and 15. B. on the agenda. Mayor Anwar seconded the motion; and it was approved,
unanimously.

A.

Resolution Accepting the Resignation of Jeffrey Glickman (D) from the
South Windsor Town Council

BE IT RESOLVED that the South Windsor Town Council hereby accepts the
resignation of Jeffrey Glickman (D) from the South Windsor Town Council,
said resignation to be effective immediately; and

{Resolution Continued on Next Page)
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ITEM:

15. A. (Continued)

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the South Windsor Town Council extends
its thanks to Jeffrey Glickman for the time he has dedicated to serving his
community by his membership on the South Windsor Town Council.

Was made by Deputy Mayor Paterna
Seconded by Councilor Pendleton

Council members thanked Jeffrey Glickman for his service to the Town
Council.

Mayor Anwar called for a vote on the motion; it was approved, unanimously.

B. Resolution Appointing Karen Lydecker (D) to the South Windsor Town
Council and Postponing Consideration of this Motion until the Town
Council’s Next Regularly Scheduled Meeting

BE IT RESOLVED that the South Windsor Town Council hereby appoints
Karen Lydecker (D) to the South Windsor Town Council for & term ending
November 11,2 019, to fill the unexpired term of Jeffrey Glickman and
postpones consideration of this motion untl the Town Councils next
regularly scheduled meeting.

Was made by Councilor Hockenberry
Seconded by Councilor Snyder

Councilor Snyder welcomed Mrs. Lydecker to the Councu and stated she
looked forward to working with her.

Councilor members discussed holding a meeting on November 5, 2018.
Usually, this meeting is canceled, but because it is important for the Council
to appoint Mrs. Lydecker, the Council felt they should have a quick meeting.

Mayor Anwar called for a vote on the motion; it was approved, unanimously.
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ITEM:

15. New B

usiness (Continued)

Deputy Mayor Paterna made a motion to suspend the rules in order to go to ltems 15.
G. and 15. H. on the agenda. Mayor Anwar seconded the motion; and it was approved,
unanimousty.

G.

Resolution Authorizing Town Manager, Maithew B. Galligan to Execute
and Deliver any and all Documents Deemed to be Mecessary or
Appropriate to the State @f Connecticut, Department of Emergency
Management and Homeland Security on behalf of the Town of South
Windsor

BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of South Windsor may enter into, with and
deliver to the State of Connecticut, Depariment of Emergency Management
and Homeland Security any and all documents which it deems necessary or
appropriate for the “Memorandum of Agreement Regarding use of Federal
Fiscal Year 2018 State Homeland Security Grant Funding and Custodial
Ownership of Regional Assets in DEMHS Region 37; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Matthew B. Galligan, Town manager of
the Town of South Windsor is authorized and directed to execute and
deliver any and all documents on behalf of the Town of South Windsor and

~ to do an perform all acts and things which he deems to be necessary or

appropriate to carry out the terms of the "Memorandum of Agreement
regarding Use ‘of Federal Fiscal Year 2018 State Homeland Security Grant
Funding and Custodial Ownership of Regional Assets in DEMHS Region 3’
including, but not limited to, executing and delivering all agreements and
documents contemplated by such documents.

Was made by Councilor Riley
Seconded by Deputy Mayor Paterna

Answering questions from the Council, Mr. Galligan explained that this is a
Region 3 grant that the Town applies for every year. The grant is used for
emergency management equipment that is needed. Mr. Galligan also
explained that the resolution is written by the State and they do not allow
any changes to the language.

Mayor Anwar called for a vote on the motion; it was approved, unanimously.
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ITEM:
15. New Business (Continued)

H. Resolution Authorizing the Creation of a Commitiee on Arts and

Culture :

WHEREAS, the Town of South Windsor is fortunate to have many residents
who are talented artists and/or musicians; and

WHEREA'S, the Town previously had a Cultural Arts Committee that was
involved with many opportunities to showcase local artistic talent in South
Windsor, including a yearly production featuring the Visual Arts; and

WHEREAS, Town officials from the South Windsor Public Library and Wood
Memorial Library believe that a collaborative effort involving organizations
throughout the Town could result in an annual event featuring one or more
local artists; and

WHEREAS, the formation of a Committee with representatives from the
Town Libraries and members of the local arts community would facilitate
such a coliaborative effort

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that a Committee on Arts and
Culture be established containing a total of 6 1o 8 members to be appointed
by the Town Council, including representatives from the South Windsor
Public Library, the Wood Memorial Library, and the local arts community.
Unaffiliated voters may be appointed and, to the extent possible, an equal
number of Democrats and Republicans be appointed.

Was made by Deputy Mayor Paterna
Seconded by Mayor Anwar

Deputy Mayor Paterna put into the record three letters in support of the
creation of a Committee, as shown in attached Exhibit B, C, and D.

Councilor Hockenberry voiced her excitement of the creation of a
Committee.

Mayor Anwar called for a vote on this motion; it failed on a roll call vote of 3 (Councilor
Pendieton not present) to 0 with Councilor Delnicki, Councilor Maneeley, Councilor
Riley, and Councilor Snyder abstaining.
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ITEM:

e r——r—

14. Unfinished Business (Continued)

A.

Discussion ltem: Hiring Process for the Position of Town Manager

Mayor Anwar explained that the Council went out with an RFP for an
Executive Search Firm to help with the hiring of a Town Manager.
Presently, the Council is in the process of interview two firms for this task.
The goal is to get unanimous support for the person who is hired to be the
next Town Manager.

Councilor Snyder voiced concern that the process is being rushed.
Mayor Anwar stated that the process had been done through consensus of
the whole Town Council. Although the present Town Manager has said he

could be ﬂexible, there is a deadline.

Discussion ltem: 2019/2020 Budget (requested by Town Manager,
Matthew B. Galligan)

Mr. Galligan gave the Council a handout of the entire budget by category

“explaining that he tried to show the Council the fixed costs and variable

costs. The budget will be submitted as it usually is but while the Council is
working on the budget, there will be a list of variable and fixed costs. Mr..
Galligan reviewed the entire budget as shown in attached, Exhibit E. The
budget process will begin in December with Assistant Town Manager's
Vanessa Perry and Scott Roberts, as well as Patricia Perry, Director of
Finance.

* Councilor Snyder requested that the Recreation Department and Library be
_separated from each other. Also, requested that a percentage be put under
~ the variable and fixed grand fotals.

Anwar requested that the variabie items be reviewed and broken down even
further if they can be. Also, the Town needs to look further at contingency
plans in case the State takes more funds away from the Town.

Answering questions from the Council, Mr. Galligan explained that a two-
year budget would be used for comparison purposes.
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ITEM:

16. Passage of Ordinance

None

17. Public Input/Participation (Any Matter)

19.

Mr. Anthony Leone, 57 Beelzebub Road came forward and commended the
Council for recommending Karen Lydecker to fill the seat on the Council. She is a
perfect choice. Mr. Leone then stated that social media is tearing people apart.

Executive Session

At 9:36 p.m. Deputy Mayor Paterna made a motion to go into Executive Session
to discuss a draft agreement which would result in disclosure of public records or
information which is exempt from disclosure at this time pursuant to Connecticut
General Statutes §1-210(b)(1), (Scannell Property); and to discuss a personnei
matter — Executive Search Committee. '

The following individuals went into Executive Session: Mayor Anwar, Deputy
Mayor Paterna, Councilor Delnicki, Councilor Hockenberry, Councilor Maneeley,
Councilor Pendleton, Councilor Snyder, Assistant Town Manager Vanessa Perry,
Assistant Town Manager Scott Roberts (only Item A), and Town Manager
Matthew B. Galligan.

At 11:12 p.m. Deputy Mayor Paterna made a motion to adjourn the Executive
Session. Councilor Hockenberry seconded the motion; and it was approved,
unanimously.
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ITEM:

20. Adjournment

At 11:13 p.m. Deputy Mayor Paterna made a motion to adjourn the Regular
Meeting. Councilor Hockenberry seconded the motion; and it was approved,
unanimously.

Respecifully submitted,

T,

B@ﬁj@l@q@h (0. Road
eborah W. Reid ’
Clerk of the Council




Exhibit A

R@ld Deb@mh

From: Koboski, Philip E {Corp Finance) <Philip.Kohoski@thehartford.com>
Sent: Monday, October 15, 2018 2:53 PM

To: Town Council

Subject: Letter for the Council

Below is a letter I would like to have Councilor Jan Snyder read tonight at.the meeting. I was hoping to
make it there and read it myself, but I will be working late tonight.

Thank you.
My apologies for not being able to attend the Council meeting tonight and giving this in person.

Last spring, I was a member of the Transparency committee formed by Mayor Anwar, to ensute that there was
transparency in Jocal government. The committee was a good idea and it would allow our town residents to feel that they
were well-informed on topics that would directly affect their lives. Unfortunately, recent events show that we still have
some work to do. I was disappointed to hear that there was a small group of people who had met with the YMCA
regarding the issues with the Temple holding the before and after school program there. This meeting was held without
notifying members of the committee set up to deal with this issue, including the comumittee chair. This lack of
transparency resulted in parents having to scramble at the last minute to find care for their children. As a result,
comments have been made around town and on social media that are questioning the integrity of our Town

Councilors. The comments primarily centered around why the Council, earlyin the process, moved forward with the
idea of having the program at the Temple when they knew there was a child safety issue there.

1 think it would be helpful to provide some clarity to residents and have each of the eight remaining couneilors let the
community know when they were first made aware that there was a person at the Temple who was on the State Sex
Offender list. This would help re-establish some of the confidence in our Town that has been lost through this. It is
important, especially now, that our town residents feel their Councilors have the best interests of everyone living in South
Windsor at heart, including the most vulnerable, While this is a small ask, it will go far to alleviate the concerns that T am

hearing throughout the town.

Thank you, .

Phil Xoboski

1909 Main Street

South Windsor; CT 06074
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This communication, including attachments, is for the exclusive use of addressee and may contain proprietary,
confidential and/or privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, any use, copying, disclosure,
dissemination or distribution is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender

immediately by return e-mail, delete this communication and destroy all copies.
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Exhibit B

235 Orchard Hilt Drive
South Windsor, CT 06074
. October 15, 2018

To: Deputy Mayor Andrew Paterna and members of the South Windsor Town Council
Re: South Windsor Cultural Arts Committee

| am unable to be present this evening to speak in favor of a town sponsored Cultural Arts Committee,
but please know that | am in favor of the establishment of such. During the past several years, my
husband and | have attended several events in Tolland and Manchester surrounding the arts, which
have included art shows, some with musical accompaniment. While the definition of the "arts" ranges,
the programs we attended centered around sculpture, paintings, photography, and tapestry and were
attended by a wide variety of people,

South Windsor is rich within our own community with artists, writers, photographers, musicians. While
we are the home of wonderful programs at South Windsor Public Library and Wood Memorial Library
and Museumn, having an overall coordinating community focus seems ke an appropriate next step to
bring South Windsor to a higher level in cultural programming and regional and state recognition.

| am in favor of a committee to explore and present future benefits and experiences for our community.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
Daria Plurmmer



Exhibit C

October 15, 2018

Mr. Andrew Paterna

South Windsor Town Council
1549 Sullivan Avenue

South Windsor, CT 06074

Dear Councilor Paterna,

I heartily support the creation of a Committee on Arts and Culture by the Town
Council. A collaborative effort with local artists at the center of the planning process,
will, in my opinion, most clearly reflect the wealth of talent in our community. The
participation of The Wood Memorial Library and the South Windsor Public Library
will, with their experience, contribute to preducing venues and events that will
attract a wide audience.

As envisioned, a focus on “the Arts” by the Town will energize the artistic
community in our midst and encourage a showcase for residents to enjoy!

Sincerely,
Ginny Macro

1828 Main Street
South Windsor



Exhibit D

Dear Andy,

I cannot make it to tonight's Town Council Meeting because of a
family commitment so would you please read this letter to the
council for me? '

When I read the recent article in the newspaper about how South
Windsor was thinking of creating an Arts Council with an
Annual Arts Exhibition Show event I was so enthralled! I've
always wondered why we didn’t have anything like that going on
in South Windsor, yet!

Our town library, where I have exhibited my own works and my
students’ works, is always booked solid with arts related events
and shows. Wood Library is another venue that hosts many arts
events. The Recreation Department holds art classes. There is the
CT School of the Arts in town that teaches art classes to our

- children. But there is not yet an overall umbrella event held in
South Windsor that can showcase how much talent is in this town
and how much the arts are valued by townspeople.

I grew up in Newington, as a young teen I shyly exhibited my art
works in Newington’s Annual Art Shows. At first I exhibited “just
to try it out”, but as my confidence grew I started placing in the
awards categories, winning blue ribbons. I then began offering
my works for sale and was floored when people, who didn’t even
know me, bought my works!! It was the first time that I ever
made any money, besides babysitting, that was thru my artworks
and my confidence grew as a young artist.



Exhibit D

I have over many, many decades exhibited in many places, in
many venues. I have been rejected more times than I can recall
and I have also won many times over. Just seeing my work on
display is the main joy.

Imagine having a venue in town for people of all ages to
participate in and maybe not just South Windsor residents either.
It’s such a treat to walk thru art exhibitions and see the variety of
works on display and all of the outstanding talent. Yes, you might
" not like all of it, but that is what art is all about. Art is subjective
and art is communication.

I still enjoy going down to the Mystic Art Show and Sale. It
refreshes my spirit.

There are many talented and dedicated visual arts educators right
here in South Windsor and I am one of them. What I see daily
with the artistic talents of our youth population is amazing! I also
know first-hand that there is a tremendous population of adult
artists in town and all around us. Wouldn't it be superb to have
an annual event for the visual arts in town? South Windsor
musicians could also entertain and showcase their talents.

When I taught art at Wethersfield High School some of my
students (and even some of their parents) exhibited in the Annual
Wethersfield Art Shows on a Saturday in early June.



Exhibit D

It was so fun to see friends, family and colleagues walking thru
and enjoying the exhibition on the Wethersfield green.

I encourage the council to create an Arts Commission and to
create some wonderful new events in town related to the visual
arts. If you can use my expertise in the visual arts world please
feel free to contact.

Sincerely,

lLLynsey W.T. Desmond~
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