
HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY

TOWN OF SOUTH WINDSOR CONNECTICUT

Phase III
2016

Heritage Resources

Tod Bryant

FuturePast Preservation

Lucas A. Karmazinas



The Process/Approach



Why an HRI ?

• The primary objective of the survey is identify and document historic 
structures.

• HRIs help to reduce tear-downs, increase local infrastructure investment, and 
facilitate economic development.

• Highlights those resources potentially eligible for listing on the National 
Register of Historic Places.

707 Nevers Road – c. 1763 115 Windsorville Road – c. 1900 443 Rye Street– c. 1813



Components

• There are two main components to the HRI: an overview document, and the 
inventory forms.

• An HRI form was prepared for each historic resource surveyed.  These were 
completed following a standard state document.

• Each form is divided into three main sections; these provide background, 
architectural, and historical information on the resource. 

• The information in this inventory was gathered from town Assessor’s records, 
exterior photographs, and archival research.

520 Rye Street – c. 1735 662 Graham Road – c. 1837



The Form



Research Methodology

• The criteria employed for the evaluation of properties were based on 
those of the National Register of Historic Places.  

• The HRI form is completed with information gathered through a 
“windshield” and walking survey, supplemented with public data, 
such as town tax assessor’s records.

• Assessing the historical significance of each resource through 
detailed archival research.  

• This research also served to build a historical narrative of the
development of the survey area.

• Architectural significance is assessed by evaluating a structure’s 
historical integrity.  



The Survey Area 

• This survey was conducted geographically and includes buildings built in 
or before circa 1940 (several exceptions made for notable Modernist 
resources).

• The survey area generally extends north and east from the areas 
inventoried in Phases I and II.

• The buildings within the survey area illustrate patterns of residential, 
civic, and economic development similar to other sections of South 
Windsor, albeit with a more rural character.

144 Hayes Road – 1939 712 North King Street – c. 1850 179 Foster Street – c. 1802



The Survey Area 



Warren & Gilett Map

South Windsor in 1812 (Post-1786 Separation of Ellington)

±



Smith Map

South Windsor in 1852 (Post-1845 Division from East Windsor)

±



Smith and Google Detail Maps

Rye Street and Windsorville Road 1852 vs. 2014



Baker and Tilden Map

South Windsor in 1868

±



Baker and Tilden Map Detail

Rye Street and Windsorville Road 1868



USGS Topographic Map

South Windsor in 1898
±



Connecticut Highway Map

South Windsor in 1938

±



1860 Federal Census

Jeremy Bissell, Farmer – 443 Rye Street



1927 City Directory

Mary and Josephine McGrath – 80 Windsorville Road



Findings



The Buildings



New England Farmhouse (1650-1850)

359 Avery Street – c. 1740 

• Typically two stories

• Side gabled roof

• Center chimney

• Centered front door with some decorative moldings

• Windows aligned in symmetrical rows

90 Foster Street – c. 1820 



Georgian (1700-1780)

• Side gabled roof

• Center chimney

• Centered front door with more elaborate decorative moldings than N.E

• Windows aligned in symmetrical rows

• Double doors (Connecticut River Valley)

520 Rye Street – c. 1735



Cape Cod (1700-1780)

• One to one-and-a-half stories in height

• Side gabled roof

• Centered front door with decorative moldings

• Centered chimney

• Windows aligned in symmetrical rows

707 Nevers Road – c. 1763



Federal (1780-1840)

• Side gabled roof

• Semi-circular fanlight over front door

• Elaborate door surrounds

• Cornice emphasized with dentil moldings

• Symmetrical windows

1042 Foster Street Extension – c. 1778 443 Rye Street– c. 1813



Greek Revival (1825-1860)

• Front-gabled, low pitched roof

• Frieze band at cornice

• Pilasters

• Elaborated door surround

• Porch supported by columns

323 Graham Road– c. 1840 63 Foster Street – c. 1850



Folk Victorian (1880-1910)

• Steeply pitched roof

• Dominant front facing gable

• Corner towers or turrets

• Patterned shingles

• Partial or full-width porch

181 Graham Road – c.1886 785 Foster Street Extension – c.1850



Vernacular (1860-1930)

• Influenced by high-style forms

• Less elaborate

• Relatively steep roof pitches

• Little ornamentation 

565 Rye Street – 1925 47 Troy Road – c. 1914 (or earlier)



Craftsman/Bungaloid (1905-1930)

• Low-pitched side-gabled roof, often extending over a front porch

• Wide eave overhangs

• Exposed rafter tails

• Porches supported by columns or piers

694 Rye Street – 1912 59 Troy Road – 1921



Colonial Revival (1880-1955)

• Influenced by Georgian, Dutch Colonial and other early American forms

• Side-gabled or gambrel roofs

• Accentuated front door

• Paired, double-hung windows

1148 Sullivan Avenue – 1938 1124 Sullivan Avenue – 1938



Modern (1935-Present)

617 Nevers Road - 1959

• Influenced by European Modernism

• Flat or low-pitched roofs

• Usually one story

• Minimal detail



Tobacco Shed (c. 1900-c. 1960)

• Long, low windowless plan

• Pitched front-facing gable roofs

• Doors at each end of building

• Comprised of a series of “bents,” each approximately 15 feet deep

• Various venting systems for drying tobacco leaf, most commonly vertical 

top- or side-hinged boards running along eave sides

350 Buckland Road – c. 1940 R001 Clark Street – c. 1940



Recommendations

• A major purpose of a Historic Resource Inventory study is to identify those 

resources which satisfy the criteria for nomination to the National Register of 

Historic Places.

• The study area identified by this Historic Resources Inventory contains a diverse 

collection of period architecture.

• Several individual buildings or groups of buildings (districts) may be eligible for 

listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 

• Ex: Tobacco shed Multiple Property Listing (MPL).

• Begin the process of listing these properties on the National Register.

• Protect significant areas with Village Districts and/or Local Historic Districts.

• Encourage other preservation protection options and awareness.  



Benefits

• Formal recognition of a property’s historical and architectural 

significance based on national standards.

• Contributes to the unique character of the town.

• Promotes pride in the community and generates opportunities for 

heritage tourism.

• Impact of major projects on historic buildings must be considered.

• Studies show stable or increased property values in Local Historic 

Districts and National Historic Districts.

• Eligible for some historic preservation incentives.



Many Thanks


