
SOUTH WINDSOR PATRIOTIC COMMISSION

May 24, 2021
Call to order at 7:02 p.m. by Chairman Ken Lewis, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
ATTENDANCE:  Herb Asplund, Diane Behler, Gene Botteron, Will Coursey, Ed Gawlinksi, Ken Lewis, Leigh Loverng, Bobbi Jo Maltz, Daria Plummer.  Guest:  Paul Mozzicato
MINUTES:  Daria Plummer
· Motion made to accept the minutes of the April 29, 2021 as sent electronically and published on the town’s website, was accepted with the amendment to correct the date of the next meeting (change Thursday to Monday): Behler/ Maltz CARRIED  
TREASURER’S REPORT: Ken Lewis
· $160 spent for Jim Throwe’s memorial plaque
· Money from banner account will be transfer to Community Foundation soon
CORRESPONDENCE:  Ken Lewis
· Invoices received
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Essay Contest 2021:  Daria Plummer for Roger Anderson 

· Essays and pictures will be printed by The Hartford Courant in their Courant Community section
· Roger will notify all winners
· Diane commented how inspirational it was to read the essays was inspirational
Armed Forces Day May 15, 2021: Ken Lewis—cancelled for 2021
Memorial Day Parade May 31, 2021: Leigh Lovering—cancelled for 2021
Memorial Day Ceremony May 31, 2021, 11 AM. VMP: Ed Gawlinski
· State Covid Guidelines will be observed

· Podium and honor guard arranged

· Pastor Stephanie Kershner, Emanuel Lutheran Church, Manchester confirmed  

· Lee Mann will be the guest speaker, as well sing the National Anthem
· A SWHS student confirmed for playing of Taps; taped music from the American Legion will be available also
· Jim Throwe’s son James will do flower placement; Herb Asplund to assist/arrange; picture of Jim will be on the open chair
· Flower order confirmed

· Bell for reading of names secured

· Gene will obtain wreath stands

· Placement of wreaths: WW I: Vietnam Veteran Combat Motorcycle representative; WW II: Leigh Lovering; Vietnam:  Liz Pendleton; Korean War:  Peter Anthony.  Gene Botteron will hand off wreaths

· Ed will cite the names for those being honored for brick placement
· Scouts to handle all flag placements in cemeteries

· New flags purchased from Discount Trophy, made in USA; order complete for cemetery flags (10 gross); 3 x 5 replacement flags for Main Street (88), and two sets of branch flags for VMP, as well as an order for two POW flags.  Total cost approximately: $5,000.  

· Bobbi Jo and Ken will work on a Memorial Day flyer posting for Facebook and community social media sites

Flag Day collections/ flag retirement ceremony June 12, 2021, 12 noon:  Ken Lewis
· Four bags of flags from 2020 will be added to the burning ceremony; many flags to be burned this year
· Conflict with a Little League game will be clarified (Bobbi Jo);  game at 8:30 AM; ceremony burning begins at 9 AM

· Flag collection remains at: Town Hall, Wapping School (Park/Rec), South Windsor Public Library and the Community Center

Veterans Day Ceremony November 11, 2021  Ed Gawlinski
· Ceremony will be held.  State Covid guidelines will be followed, should guidelines remain in existence.
Veterans in the Schools 2021:   Daria Plummer
· No change from previous month.  TBD based on state, local health guidelines and BOE guidelines.
Wreaths Across America December 18, 2021 (SW-VMP): (Art Sladyk) 
· State ceremony is Monday, December 13, 2021, at the Capitol, but confirmation has yet to be received
Wall Behind the Monument and Improvements at VMP:  (Art Sladyk)
· Gene has placed the three new bricks for Memorial Day, as well as cleaned and repaired any unstable bricks

· Gene currently cleaning outline of eagle

· Arrangement to clean/clear moss will be had after Memorial Day

Wall of Honor:  Herb Asplund – No report at this time
Banner Project:  
· Successful installation of 14 new banners (5 new brackets, one of which was double)
· JI will be contacted for a story

· Thanks given publicly to Environmental Services for assistance; collection made for a cookie plate to thank the workers and owner, Billy Mitchell

· Environmental Services will take down banners in November and is able to help put again for banners within the confines of current location

Old Business: 
· An official Patriotic Commission email, the purpose of which would be to receive electronic correspondence, including essay contest submissions, is in the works
NEW BUSINESS:  
· Ken will check if hybrid meetings may be had going forward
ANYTHING FOR THE GOOD OF THE COMMITTEE:  None at this time
Adjournment: 8:00 PM on a motion by Behler/Lovering
Next Meeting:  Monday, June 28, 2021, unless determined not needed.  If not needed, the next meeting then would occur September 27, 2021 
Respectively Submitted,
Daria Plummer, Secretary


