ENERGY COMMITTEE
TOWN OF SOUTH WINDSOR

Minutes Page 1 June 20, 2017

Madden Room — South Windsor Town Hall

1. Call Meeting to Order

The meeting was called to order at 4:30 p.m.

2. Roll Call

Members Present:  Larry Brown, Resident
Hank Cullinane, Resident
Athena Loukellis, Resident
Deputy Mayor Janice Snyder, Town Council
Sherman Tarr, Resident
Stephen Wagner, Resident

Members Absent:  William Carroll, Town Council
Mike Gantick, Director of Public Works
Patrick Hankard, Board of Education
Councilor Edward Havens, Town Council
Richard Stahr, Board of Education

3 Approval of Minutes

No minutes for approval.
4. Next Meeting
Tuesday, July 18, 2017 at 4:30 p.m. in the Madden Room
5. Old Business
None

6. New Business

A. Virtual Net Metering Update

Chairman Wagner explained that the Virtual Net Meter project has received
approval from the Siting Council. Construction is expected to begin next week.
The signed contract will be sent to the Committee. Chairman Wagner stated
he would let everyone know if there will be a groundbreaking.
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6. New Business (Continued)

E. Energize South Windsor Solarize Update

Mrs. Loukellis explained that the letter for the home energy solutions needs
approval from the Committee.

Mrs. Loukellis made a motion to approve the letter to homeowners in Town regarding
the Energize South Windsor program. Deputy Mayor Snyder seconded the motion; and
it was approved, unanimously.

There will be tables set up at the Farmers Market for both the Energize South
Windsor and Solarize South Windsor.

D. Solarize South Windsor Update
a. Metrics
There have been 55 leads, 24 visits, and 6 contracts.
b. Strawberry Festival Results
Nine leads came from the Strawberry Festival.
c. Farmers Market and Concerts

Solarize South Windsor will be setting up a table at the Farmers Market and
concerts to try to get more leads.

d. Workshop June 22

A workshop will be held on June 22, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. in the South
Windsor Public Library.

B. Proposing Zoning Changes for Tracking Solar

Chairman Wagner explained the GM Industries is a company out of Tolland
who builds these towers that can have solar put on them, as shown in attached
Exhibit A. They can be up to thirty-two feet tall and South Windsor's zoning
regulations only aliow twelve feet high structures. It was discussed that these
structures should not be allowed in residential areas, but it could be requested
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6. New Business (Continued)

B.

Proposing Zoning Changes for Tracking Solar (Continued)

to have them in industrial zones and commercial zones. These structures track
the sun which improves their efficiency. These structures can absorb sun from
the back of it also. Committee members discussed the zoning regulations and
where it would be appropriate to request the Planning & Zoning Commission to
review these regulations to aliow for this type of structure in Town. It is felt that
the language should protect the residents but there should be the ability to
market and/or propose this type of structure.

Deputy Mayor Snyder recommended a letter be drafted from the Energy
Committee for the Planning Department to review the regulations to allow a
structure like this to be allowed in Town. Committee members discussed the
pros and cons of allowing this type of structure. It was felt that this structure
should not be allowed in a residential area but only in commercial or industrial
areas. If the Planning & Zoning Department agrees with allowing this type of
structure, they should be the ones who draft the appropriate language.

Deputy Mayor Snyder made a motion to have Chairman Wagner draft a letter to the
Planning & Zoning Department requesting that they review regulations for renewable

energy.

C.

Mr. Tarr seconded the motion; and it was approved, unanimously.
Solarize on Town Facilities

Chairman Wagner felt that discussions should be held off until Mr. Gantick is
available.

Deputy Mayor Snyder reminded the Council that all of the newly constructed
schools have been constructed in order to hold solar on their roofs. At the high
school there are portions of the roof that may be able to hold solar. Deputy
Mayor Snyder stated she would see if Patrick Hankard and Richard Stahr
would be available for the next meeting to discuss this item further. Chairman
Wagner would check to see if Mike Gantick would be at the next meeting also.
Other items that can be discussed is a carport for the Police Department.
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6. New Business (Continued)

F. Streetlight Usage Update

Chairman Wagner stated that he received an email from Billy Carroll who feels
some of the streetfights are too bright. The Committee members stated that
Mr. Gantick should continue to try to reach Eversource to discuss the
orientation of the fixtures.

Chairman Wagner explained that the Energize people downloaded all of the
missing electric bills into portfolic manager. There have been a lot of duplicate
information provided regarding the streetlights. Chairman Wagner stated he
has asked Mike to forward all of the streetlight bills since December. After
reviewing everything, it is hopeful that porifolio manager will be straightened
out.

7. Miscellaneous
None

8. Adjournment

At 5:30 p.m. Mr. Cullinane made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Deputy Mayor
Snyder seconded the motion; and it was approved, unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

-

Deborah W. Reid

Clerk of the Council
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